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	Essential Understandings: 

1. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.
2. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.
3. Culture affects the way language is used.

4. Rules of punctuation, capitalization, and usage must be applied for effective communication.

5. Correct sentence structure is necessary for effective communication

6. Appropriate word choice improves communication..
7. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

8. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.

3. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


College Essay
	Essential Question:  What makes a college essay effective?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand that unity increases the ability to convey ideas through:

· an opening statement of the point of the paper

· material supports the opening point

	Understand that ample, specific supporting evidence conveys ideas

	Understand coherence increases the ability to convey ideas through 

· a clear method of organization

· transitions that connect sentences and ideas

	Understand that varied and correct sentence structure increases the ability to communicate ideas

	Understand that an effective college essay includes

	· an interesting opening segue with a strong “grabber”

	· personal, specific and unique details

	· details that show and do not just tell


	Suggested Strategies
	· showing models of college essays

· have students download college applications and the Common Application

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a college essay

	Suggested Resources
	Text: College Writing Skills with Reading-John Langdon; 

· http://www.rscc.edu/owl&writingcenter/OWL/Types.htm

· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts
· http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Download college applications (and essay questions) from selected websites

	Content Vocabulary
	· Audience and purpose

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


Comparison Contrast
	Essential Question:  What makes a comparison/contrast essay effective?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand that unity increases the ability to convey ideas through:

	· an opening statement of the point of the paper

	· material supports the opening point

	Understand that ample, specific supporting evidence conveys ideas

	Understand coherence increases the ability to convey ideas through 

	· a clear method of organization

	· transitions that connect sentences and ideas

	Understand that varied and correct sentence structure increases the ability to communicate ideas

	Understand that comparative writing is effective when it has:

	· an interesting opening segue

	· a clear thesis and purpose

	· effective and seamless transitions

	· a satisfying or interesting conclusion


	Suggested Strategies
	· showing models of comparative writing

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a comparison essay

	Suggested Resources
	· Text: College Writing Skills with Readings-John Langdon

· http://www.rscc.edu/owl&writingcenter/OWL/Types.htm

· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts
· http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Audience and purpose

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


Description

	Essential Question:  What makes descriptive writing effective?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand that unity increases the ability to convey ideas through:

	· an opening statement of the point of the paper

	· material supports the opening point

	Understand that ample, specific supporting evidence conveys ideas

	Understand coherence increases the ability to convey ideas through

	· a clear method of organization

	· transitions that connect sentences and ideas

	Understand that varied and correct sentence structure increases the ability to communicate ideas

	Understand that descriptive writing is effective when:

	· it is interesting, revealing, significant, & strange

	· sensory details & concrete details are used

	· strong, effective verbs used


	Suggested Strategies
	· show models of descriptive writing

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a descriptive essay

	Suggested Resources
	· Text: College Writing Skills with Readings-John Langdon

· http://www.rscc.edu/owl&writingcenter/OWL/Types.htm

· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts
· http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Audience and purpose

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


Internal Monologue

	Essential Question:  What makes an internal monologue effective?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand that unity increases the ability to convey ideas through:

	· an opening statement of the point of the paper

	· material supports the opening point

	Understand that ample, specific supporting evidence conveys ideas

	Understand coherence increases the ability to convey ideas through 

	· a clear method of organization

	· transitions that connect sentences and ideas

	Understand that varied and correct sentence structure increases the ability to communicate ideas

	Understand that an effective internal monologue includes

	·  a stream of consciousness that emphasizes and thoroughly explores sensory details

	· a consistent and believable character based on a visual picture

	· vivid word and phrases that create images 

	· effective, accurate and unforced placement of words


	Suggested Strategies
	· show models of internal monologues

· show a variety of art and photographs

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write an internal monologue to reflect a visual

	Suggested Resources
	· Text: College Writing Skills with Readings-John Langdon

· http://www.rscc.edu/owl&writingcenter/OWL/Types.htm

· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts
· http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Audience and purpose

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to core ethical values


Movie Review/Analysis

	Essential Question:  What makes a movie review effective?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand that unity increases the ability to convey ideas through:

	· an opening statement of the point of the paper

	· material that supports the opening point

	Understand that ample, specific supporting evidence conveys ideas

	Understand coherence increases the ability to convey ideas through 

· a clear method of organization

	· transitions that connect sentences and ideas

	Understand that varied and correct sentence structure increases the ability to communicate ideas

	Understand that an effective movie review essay includes

	· an opening that uses a hook and catches the reader’s interest

	· boilerplate information

	· an analysis of the critical, literary, and cinematic aspects of film.

	· critical thinking that is thoughtful, revealing, insightful, sensitive, provocative, balanced, deep or accurate

	· an evaluation that gives a clear opinion about the quality of the film

	· support for the opinion that is thoughtful, insightful, and interesting


	Suggested Strategies
	· showing models of movie review

· watch a film as a class and discuss its filmic components

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a movie review

	Suggested Resources
	· Text-College Writing Skills with Reading-John Langdon

· www.imbd.com; 

· http://www.rscc.edu/owl&writingcenter/OWL/Types.htm

· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts
· http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Literary devices (plot, characterization, setting, conflict, tone, point of view, theme)

· Dramatic devices (script, costumes, actors, sets, props, make-up, director, etc.)

· Cinematic devices (editing techniques, camera angles and movement, special effects, etc.)

· Audience and purpose

· Boilerplate information

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to core ethical values


 Grammar

(to be incorporated in all units)

	Essential Question: How is written communication enhanced using standard written English conventions?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand how to use sentence variety.

	Understand how to use correct agreement between subject/verb and pronoun/antecedent.

	Understand how to use parallel structure.


	Suggested Strategies
	· Identify and write simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences

· Identify problems in agreement between a subject and its verb and between pronouns and their antecedents.

· Identify incorrect parallel structure in their writing

	Suggested Assessments
	· A variety of grammar quizzes

	Suggested Resources
	· http://www.rscc.edu/owl&writingcenter/OWL/Types.htm

· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts
· http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Online grammar practice at www.chompchomp.com

	Content Vocabulary
	· Parallel structure, correct agreement

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to core ethical values
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